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VISITING STUDENT STATUS

(Special requirements for international students are in italics)

Students who are pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree at an institution of higher education in the US
(other than MIT) or abroad and who have been invited by an MIT faculty member from a department or
laboratory to do research in their field of studies, may apply for Visiting Student status for a minimum of 3
weeks and a MAXIMUM of 18 months. Current MIT regular or Special students, or MIT students who
have withdrawn or are on a leave of absence, cannot apply for Visiting Student status.

Procedure for admission

The following documents should be submitted to the International Students Office by applicants for Visiting
Student status or their sponsoring departments or laboratories:

1. Letter from the applicant’s academic advisor at his/her home institution, in the US or abroad, certifying
his/her status as student in good standing pursuing a degree program, and expressing support for the proposed
research at MIT.

2. Letter of invitation from the MIT faculty member hosting the student providing the following information:
(a) name and date of birth of the student, (b) student's home institution, (c) name of the faculty member who
will supervise the research, (d) description of the research to be performed, (e) classification of student as
undergraduate or graduate, (f) the length of stay proposed with specific dates (because dates are needed for
immigration forms, general indications such as "one semester" or "one or two semesters" are not acceptable.)

3. Visiting Student Request Form completed by the department and signed off Dean Charlene Placido in the
Office for the Vice President for Research. The Form must include an account number to be charged for
the $1,000 fee for each Visiting Student. Please note that fees cannot be charged to a Research Account.

When these documents are received, the student will be sent a welcoming letter with instructions on what to
do on arrival at MIT. (International students will be required to send financial documentation in order to
process the DS 2019 form.)

Additional requirements for international students

4. Results of the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or a statement from the host department
requesting a waiver of the TOEFL requirement. If a waiver is requested, the letter should state on which
grounds the department is certifying adequate language proficiency. A minimum TOEFL score of 577 is
required for admission unless a higher score is required by the host department.

International students who are not in the US will also be sent forms requesting biographical data and
documentation of financial support. These forms are necessary in order for the International Students Office
to issue a Certificate of Eligibility for a J-1 visa. Admission is complete only when this certificate has been
issued. Sponsoring departments and international applicants should be aware that Federal regulations
require that the Certificate of Eligibility for J-1 students be issued only when "the exchange visitors are
supported substantially by funding from any source other than personal or family funds."

Please note that Immigration requires international students TO REPORT TO THE I1SO WITHIN 30 DAYS of
the Start Date on the DS 2019 form. If there are any changes to the Start Date, the Department or inviting
MIT faculty member MUST inform the 1SO and student so that a new DS 2019 form can be issued.
Immigration will automatically invalidate the DS 2019 form if the Start Date is not amended.



International applicants, who are currently enrolled full-time at other US institutions, can apply for Visiting
Student status if circumstances require them to come to MIT to do research for their thesis. However, they
will maintain their current visa status and full-time enrollment at their home institutions.

The following individuals are ineligible for Visiting Student status at MIT: a) international students who are
currently in the US on leave from their institutions; b) individuals on non-immigrant visas who are not full-
time registered students in the US ; c) J-1 visa holders in the Research Scholar category.

Registration

Visiting Students will be registered in Course (Department #) NIV (Non-Institute Visitor) for a specific NIV
research subject. This subject will carry 40 units of credit in the regular term and 25 units in the summer
term. The amount of credit will be pro-rated for students who are present for less than the entire term. Credit
for this subject may not be applied toward any academic degree that the student may seek at a later date. The
grade notation VIS will be awarded upon completion of the subject.

A Visiting Student who wishes to take academic subjects at MIT will have to apply for a change of status
from Visiting Student to Special Student. The Special Student admission process must be followed and fees
appropriate to Special Students must be paid. No student can be a Visiting Student and a Special Student at
the same time. International students who are admitted as Visiting Students cannot change their status
before the expiration of their DS 2019. Once they are admitted as Special Students, they will be issued a new
Certificate of Eligibility and they will have to register for at least 36 units and pay full tuition as required by
Federal regulations. Regular Students and Special Students are not allowed to change to Visiting Student
status.

Duration of Stay

Visiting Students will be admitted for the period of time specified on the initial invitation letter (DS 2019
form for internationals). However, as with all other students, they have to register each semester. A Visiting
Student who wishes to continue beyond the period initially agreed upon has to submit to the International
Students Office a letter of approval from the home institution and a letter from the host department or
laboratory requesting the extension.

Visiting Students who complete their research, or whose stay at MIT is interrupted by unforeseen
circumstances, should inform the International Students Office before leaving the school and the US.

Medical Service and Hospitalization Insurance

As is the case for all students at MIT, a Visiting Student must either purchase MIT Student Extended
insurance plan or provide proof of comparable coverage from a US-based health insurance carrier.
International students must have insurance which meets all the requirements specified by State and Federal
Regulations for J-1 students.

Employment

A visiting Student may receive compensation for work done for the host research group. However, please
note that J-1 visa regulations limit the number of hours a Visiting Student can be paid to 20 HOURS
per week. Visiting Students are not allowed to have any other form of on-campus employment.
International Visiting students are not allowed to have any other employment, on-campus or off-campus,
under Federal regulations.

Housing

Visiting Students are not entitled to on-campus housing and, in most cases, should plan to find
accommodation off-campus. However, they may apply for any vacancies that exist in the dormitories after
the needs of regular students have been met.



