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Writers Return to Late-Night Shows

By BRIAN STELTER

What has Conan O’Brien been doing to pass the time during the writers’ strike? Trying to break his
personal best ring-spinning record, for one. On one episode, he enlisted the help of an M.I.T. physics
professor, Peter Fisher, to improve his time. (Dana Edelson/NBC)

With the picket lines lifted, the previously writerless late-night television
shows (especially “The Tonight Show” and “Late Night” on NBC and
“Jimmy Kimmel Live” on ABC) are now able to book the higher-profile
celebrities that had scorned the shows during the strike.

NBC was the first network to release post-strike guest listings on
Wednesday, announcing a complete set of couch visitors for “Late Night
with Conan O’Brien.” Some of the guests were booked regardless of the
strike — like Matt Lauer, a co-host of “Today,” who on Wednesday will
become the latest in a long line of NBC News personalities to visit Mr.
O’Brien during the strike. But some members of the Screen Actors Guild,
like Martin Short (booked for Feb. 14) and Nathan Lane (booked for Feb.
22), were probably only willing to come on once the writers returned.

The other NBC late-night show, “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno,” has

not released updated guest listings yet. Mr. Leno’s chief competitor, David

Letterman, returned to television last month with writers thanks to an
interim agreement with the Writers Guild of America. Without the threat
of picket lines, Mr. Letterman was able to book A-list talent while Mr.
Leno was not. Despite the disadvantage, Mr. Leno has remained No. 1in
the late-night ratings.

But if Mr. Leno’s monologue seems, well, the same Wednesday night, it’s
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‘We Report, You Decode: The Strike Ends
In a new regular feature, “We Report, You
Decode,” TV Decoder will pull out some of the
best (and worst) posts from our comment
section. Today, what readers make of the end of
the Hollywood writers’ strike.

February 15
0 comments

Strike News: CW Announces ‘Gossip’
Return

The CW’s most buzz-worthy show, “Gossip
Girl,” is expected to return with the first of five
new episodes on April 21.
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0 comments

Ratings: CBS’s Formula? Survive,
Repeat, Rinse

“Survivor: Micronesia” buoyed CBS’s otherwise
repeat heavy line-up on Thursday, as the
network earned the most viewers even as ABC
fared better among adults 18 to 49.
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0 comments

Ahead of Dexter’s Broadcast Debut,
Critics Slam CBS for ‘Celebrating
Murder’

“Dexter” went under the knife ahead of its
broadcast debut Sunday night on CBS. The
curse words were replaced and the most visible
moments of gore were truncated. But some
critics believe the drama does not belong on
broadcast television, with or without the edits,
for a fundamental reason: the storyline
encourages viewers to root for a mass

February 15
1 comments

murderer.
February 15 Renewals: CBS Shoots Schedule Full Of
1 comments Bullets

The murderer’s row of CBS dramas — “CSI”
and its spin-offs, “Criminal Minds,” “NCIS” and
their ilk — will return next season.

Comment of the Moment

‘ Sure, people watched "Moment of Truth,"

but I'll be surprised if most of them
choose to tune in again next week. The show is
ultimately boring. Like other Fox reality shows
("Are You Smarter Than a Fifth Grader" and
"Don't Forget the Lyrics") this one is dragged
out beyond belief. ”

— K

‘Moment of Truth:' More Proof
That We Like to See People
Squirm

Popular Tags

30 rock 60 minutes abc advertisers advertising american

Page 1 of 3


http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/author/bstelter/
http://www.nypost.com/seven/02122008/tv/write_on__shows_aim_for_april_return_97241.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=blog.nytimes.com/tvdecoder&pos=Position1&sn2=1d01db98/639c4026&sn1=3dcb3ccf/327e601c&camp=Nielsen01_810313_nyt9&ad=hn_tile_nyt&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Eheynielsen%2Ecom%2F%3Ffriend%3Dnyt
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/topnews/blog-index.html
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/02/15/we-report-you-decode-the-strike-ends/
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/02/15/strike-news-cw-announces-gossip-return/
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/02/15/ratings-cbss-formuala-survive-repeat-rinse/
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/02/15/critics-slam-cbs-for-celebrating-murder/
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/02/15/renewals-cbs-shoots-schedule-full-of-bullets/
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/01/24/moment-of-truth-more-proof-that-we-like-to-see-people-squirm/#comment-8862
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/01/24/moment-of-truth-more-proof-that-we-like-to-see-people-squirm/
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/01/24/moment-of-truth-more-proof-that-we-like-to-see-people-squirm/#comment-8862
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/30-rock
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/advertising
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/american-idol
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/charles-gibson
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/amptp
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/cbs
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/abc
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/american-gladiators
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/advertisers
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/bionic-woman
http://tvdecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/tag/60-minutes
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=blog.nytimes.com/tvdecoder&pos=Middle1C&sn2=541010cf/4a64ac40&sn1=29015d4/3d081fdc&camp=Ameriprise-814101b-nyt1&ad=afiSearch88x31includingDLpixel.html&goto=http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;166236946;23049359;r
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/media/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://tech.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/
http://jobmarket.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/media/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/yourmoney/index.html
http://marketwatch.nytimes.com/custom/nyt-com/html-fundfinder.asp
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/MWredirect.html?MW=http://marketwatch.nytimes.com/custom/nyt-com/alerts/html-alerts.asp
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/smallbusiness/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/worldbusiness/index.html
http://dealbook.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/MWredirect.html?MW=http://marketwatch.nytimes.com/custom/nyt-com/html-usamarkets.asp
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/MWredirect.html?MW=http://marketwatch.nytimes.com/custom/nyt-com/portfolio/view.asp
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://my.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://www.nytimes.com/timestopics
http://www.nytimes.com/logout
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/mem/profile.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/

Writers Return to Late-Night Shows - TV Decoder - Media & Television - New York Times Blog 2/15/08 9:15 PM

I . . . gladiators american idol amptp bionic woman CIDS charles
because it is usually written one day in advance. According to The New gibson clips cnn colbert report comedy central criminal minds

York Post, “jokes written by returning writers might not air until csi cw dancing with the stars deal or no deal desperate
Thursday.” housewives fox fox news golden globes gossip girl greys
y. anatomy heroes house jay leno jon stewart katie couric kid
nation late show with david letterman law and order msnbc

E-mail this Share nbc nbc universal ncis nielsen politics private practice

.
showtime Strlke super tuesday the office tonight show

3 comments so far... WEA whats on whos watching why it
matters
1. February This is great, now we can off of this pitiful infatuation with all those
13th, dead people in Iraq.
2008 , . .
3:38 pm C'mon writers, help us laugh again!
— Posted by jay scott
2. February Leno’s jokes are better than Letterman’s even without the writers. All
13th, he needs are better guests, he doesn’t really need writers, although he
2908 claims otherwise.
5155 Pl — Posted by Jeremy
3. February I like both, although Letterman seems more adroit in finding comedy
14th, in the mundane, .... as only great comics are capable of doing....
2008
3:15 am — Posted by wella
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